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WX 52HE 1 (Constructions and compositionality)

Construction

Cis a CONSTRUCTION iffdef C is a form-meaning pair <Fi, Si> such
that some aspect of Fi or some aspect of Si is not strictly predicatable
from C’'s component parts or from some other previously established
constructions.

EM—MEEFER, REEEXHEX (Th5E) PRFLEEREMN
HARMSHEAME M R ERLE, ZEXREBER
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Construction

Cis a CONSTRUCTION iffdef C is a form-meaning pair <Fi, Si> such
that some aspect of Fi or some aspect of Si is not strictly predicatable
from C’'s component parts or from some other previously established
constructions.

EM—MEEFERX, AEEBKHEN (Th8E) PRIRLEHERGEN

HARMSHEAME M R ERLE, ZEXREBER

The Principle of Compositionality (Frege's Principle)

The meaning of an expression is a function of the meanings of its parts
and of the way they are syntactically combined.

— M RIEMNEXHESHBSHIEXIRRIETEMNAEASEE.




WX 5HE 1 (Constructions and compositionality)

AEFAEIEY

o AEMIMIE X REEMER-

o IENATHEME, BMAIFHRTEX, AEMMINaEER
FREFSHAS.

o ANEMNIFIAIEHEARAEIER, AREMNFTHIHESEIAIFRGANE
X, WA EIRENAAER.

2 of 20



WX 5HE 1 (Constructions and compositionality)

BEFHEEIENL

o AIEMMIMENZEHEHERKM.

o ENHEWEME, BNMNERBRTEN, AEMUIMAERR
FREFSHAES.

o MIEMNIAIEA AT, AREMAFAIBSBIRFRENE
X, AN TIRENEEER.
To embrace a construction-based model of semantic composition is
not to reject the existence of syntactically transparent composition
but instead to treat it as a “default in a wider array of options’.
B /AN THEREARNENAES, FARKELZERA
ANEE MEREMAA "—RIETHIEIAME .
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o ENHEWEME, BNMNERBRTEN, AEMUIMAERR
FREFSHAES.
o MIEMNIAIEA AT, AREMAFAIBSBIRFRENE
X, AN TIRENEEER.
To embrace a construction-based model of semantic composition is
not to reject the existence of syntactically transparent composition
but instead to treat it as a “default in a wider array of options’.
B /AN THEREARNENAES, FARKELZERA
ANEE MEREMAA "—RIETHIEIAME .

EIENEBE L BEF#MRE (interpretation):
o —HRHY “AIEGMIERNASIEN BE
o HMRNAHM T HIE B
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fh2& 1 4] (Pseudo-conditional sentences)

(1) a. If you're 3Com right now, you're considering buying add space in
next week's issue.
b. If you're George Bush, you're now allowed to lie in the faces of
trusting young voters.
c. If you're Betty Ford right now, you're probably thinking, you
know, | hope everybody’'s OK.

(2) If you're pleased with the outcome, you may feel like celebrating.

B (1) P AFERRMEER. AF (2) FERZM4T.
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next week's issue.
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trusting young voters.
c. If you're Betty Ford right now, you're probably thinking, you
know, | hope everybody’'s OK.

(2) If you're pleased with the outcome, you may feel like celebrating.

15']? (1) FRAFHR2MAFER, AF (2) BREBFREM.

FHa (2) MFEHNAMFIHEE X TRERZ £/
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FEHEERRIZEMABTHRERE (FFFHNZE).
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next week's issue.
b. If you're George Bush, you're now allowed to lie in the faces of
trusting young voters.
c. If you're Betty Ford right now, you're probably thinking, you
know, | hope everybody’'s OK.

(2) If you're pleased with the outcome, you may feel like celebrating.

B (1) P AFERRMEER. AF (2) FERZM4T.

ERFHA (2) MFAHNAMTFXHEERIXEATRELZ R
BIF (1) PAFRIFENAXFIEERGIANATREMIIA, HEERE
FEHEERRIZEMABTHRERE (FFFHNZE).

BR, WEFHTEAUA (3) WEXERR.
(3) If you are x, p(x).
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fh2& 1 4] (Pseudo-conditional sentences)

(1) a. If you're 3Com right now, you're considering buying add space in
next week's issue.

b. If you're George Bush, you're now allowed to lie in the faces of
trusting young voters.

c. If you're Betty Ford right now, you're probably thinking, you
know, | hope everybody's OK.

(2) If you're pleased with the outcome, you may feel like celebrating.
(3) If you are x, p(x).
£ 5% 4 ikt BARY i) RE

o AIFHRTHENI, EFEFEEMNEFHENX.

o MXAFERFRIZHKXRENL (inflexibility)

3 of 20



A)i%1ERRAZE S (Syntactically transparent composition)

If a language is compositional, it cannot contain a pair of non-
synonymous complex expressions with identical structure and pair-
wise synonymous constituents.

MR—MESRAGHEN, BAERAFE—NEXARIR
HHERSMITRIRIE.

4 of 20



A)i%1ERRAZE S (Syntactically transparent composition)

If a language is compositional, it cannot contain a pair of non-
synonymous complex expressions with identical structure and pair-
wise synonymous constituents.

MR—MESREASHN, BAERAFE—NEXAFHNE
BHBESERITRRRIL.

My yoga instructor sometimes pulls my leg.

B B SR HIRAIAE

Wi SGERSMETFIRE.

I'm afraid he's going to spill the beans.

HE DSBS Fifi k.

HB M St R .

0T oL o T o
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A)i%1ERRAZE S (Syntactically transparent composition)

If a language is compositional, it cannot contain a pair of non-
synonymous complex expressions with identical structure and pair-
wise synonymous constituents.

MR—MIESRAGHR, BAERAFE—XNEXAEIR
BHEZEHMTRIRIE

My yoga instructor sometimes pulls my leg.

B B SR HIRAIAE

Wi GERN SR

I'm afraid he's going to spill the beans.

HE DSBS Fifi k.

B0 S itiRRE

Construct/ona/ approaches recognize as instances of composition-
ality cases in which two different meanings for the same syntactic
form are licensed by two different collections of form-meaning li-
censers, i.e., by two different collections of constructions.

WRTERFRERITERERARARRIEXRFARRIEX

CT Yo T

4 of 20



@ B HIERELS M (Continuum of idiomaticity)
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1R BT ELSME (Continuum of idiomaticity)

There exists a gradient of idiomaticity-to-productivity stretching
from frozen idioms to fully productive rules.

ElE SEFE RN 2 8 A2 B LAY .
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18 FiEHTIZEZETE (Continuum of idiomaticity)

There exists a gradient of idiomaticity-to-productivity stretching
from frozen idioms to fully productive rules.

ElE SEFE RN 2 8 A2 B LAY .

E%E >Ji& (Frozen idioms)
e the salt of the earth (J§ZER FiHEAIAN)

@ in the doghouse (& R, KEAL)
@ under the weather (B{EARIE)

3N (Productive rules)
@ Kim blinked (the Subject-Predicate Construction)
@ in the kitchen (the Head-Complement Construction)
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18 FiEHTIZEZETE (Continuum of idiomaticity)

There exists a gradient of idiomaticity-to-productivity stretching
from frozen idioms to fully productive rules.

EE JIEME MMM Z B A EI R

E%E >Ji& (Frozen idioms)
e the salt of the earth (J§ZER FiHEAIAN)

@ in the doghouse (& R, KEAL)
@ under the weather (B{EARIE)

4 RN (Productive rules)
@ Kim blinked (the Subject-Predicate Construction)
@ in the kitchen (the Head-Complement Construction)

S LN
o EEIFAIIC. AIZN4EFS: right away, by and large, cheek by jowl
o EEIRIC. ANEMW: a read herring, water under the bridge
o HERMMIESTIAI T kick/kicks/kicked/kicking the bucket
o QEEIRETEHE: Watch NP[acc] VP[BSE]
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3JiE (idoms)

VP #T)iE (VP idioms)
(6) a. blow one's nose

b. blow someone’s mind

(7) a. slip someone a Mickey

=

give someone the slip

(8) a. The world has passed someone by.
b. Someone’s time is up.
c.

Where does someone get off?/l wonder where someone gets off.

Bl (6) RBEEEZNAMKIRIETH VP BISE.
Blal (7) BREAIERIER VP BISHE,
Bl (8) BRVMAYHEIER VP BUSIE.
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3JiE (idoms)

£ZiF4vE (Nominal Extraposition)
(9) a. It's amazing the people you see here.

b. It was terrible, really, the joy | took at the notion of skunking
Pigeyes.
c. It's staggering the number of books that can pile up.
(10) It BE AP [ the CN].
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3JiE (idoms)

£ZiF4vE (Nominal Extraposition)
(9) a. It's amazing the people you see here.

b. It was terrible, really, the joy | took at the notion of skunking
Pigeyes.

c. It's staggering the number of books that can pile up.
(10) It BE AP [ the CN].

XBX% % (Correlative Conditional/Comparative Correlative)
(11) The more | drink the better you look

M &EE¥3, (Incredulity Construction)

(12) Him get first prize?!

BX& % (The conjunctional conditional)
(13) a. One more beer and I'm leaving.

b. Bouges pas ou je tire! (“Don’t move or I'll shoot!")
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@ =X = AR (Kinds of constructional meanings)
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ERIBE IS FNE(E & H4E X (Model-theoretic and

truth-conditional meaning)

AN RE
o FHRHIE N IMITAGRRIRE SHIEX
o FHXAH SINRIFSME X
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ERIBE IS FNE(E & H4E X (Model-theoretic and

truth-conditional meaning)

AN RE
o FHRHIE N IMITAGRRIRE SHIEX
o FHXAH SINRIFSME X

Ginzburg 1 Sag SINT ZKRI4FELEH) (typed feature structure), #i&ET
ZEMHAELR (multiple inheritance hierarchy).
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ERIBE IS FNE(E & H4E X (Model-theoretic and

truth-conditional meaning)

AN RE
o FHRHIE N IMITAGRRIRE SHIEX
o FHXAH SINRIFSME X

Ginzburg 1 Sag SINT ZKRI4FELEH) (typed feature structure), #i&ET
ZEMHAELR (multiple inheritance hierarchy).

EEMEX SNSRI MIN, BEERMR GRS AEE
X ZA (hybrid syntactico-semantic type), M\T@EEZHER-EXE
BRERMERXEE.
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28] M A] (interrogative clauses)

Head-filler Construction BJ753h-F3EE
(14) a. —f&%EE)A): Did Kim leave?

b. FTEiE wh &Fio]fa): What did Kim see? [l wonder] what Kim saw

c. Ei& wh £Eia)a]): Who left? [I wonder] who left

d. EEEEAA): You saw WHO? Did | see WHO? Go WHERE?
You're leaving?

e. HIEFR{MLZEOA: You saw WHO? Kim saw Sandy?

f. 1E#A%EE A Who? | wonder who.
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You're leaving?

e. HIEFR{MLZEOA: You saw WHO? Kim saw Sandy?

f. 1E#A%EE A Who? | wonder who.

Filler-gap Construction By A fh-F2HY
o JIHFE 4] (Head-filler)
o HFM A) (topicalization)
o wh-F&MX 7] (wh-exclamatives)
o X ZMA] (relative clauses)

o BXBEMHELEH (the clauses of the biclausal correlative conditional)
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28] M A] (interrogative clauses)

Filler-gap Construction BJAfhF3HEY
o SIHFE ) (Head-filler)
o 1EF M A] (topicalization)
o wh-FXIN 7] (wh-exclamatives)
o K ZE&MA] (relative clauses)

o EXE 144 (the clauses of the biclausal correlative conditional)

S

o IXFFPHKRVEMEEIH T a clause-initial filler phrase A a gap in the
clausal head daughter |BJHJ{kTEX % (dependency), {BEE{IEREL
BARKERN.
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28] M A] (interrogative clauses)

Filler-gap Construction BJAfhF3HEY
o SIHFE ) (Head-filler)
o 1EF M A] (topicalization)
o wh-FXIN 7] (wh-exclamatives)
o K ZE&MA] (relative clauses)

o EXE 144 (the clauses of the biclausal correlative conditional)

SH

o IXFFPHKRVEMEEIH T a clause-initial filler phrase A a gap in the
clausal head daughter |BJHJ{kTEX % (dependency), {BEE{IEREL
BARKERN.

o AIELHIAERNEHIEXFBEIERHIARIERR .

o HFX—ZFEXMXHEIRFTTILAEIEIEE. BXNERZHNER
HE, L, X—RBFATEHEMEHE R . BREN. F
i FR HlRyEE.,
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B IT4EH (Argument structure)

The principal contribution of constructional approaches to the se-
mantics of argument structure has been the thesis that patterns of
argument structure (argument-structure constructions) exist inde-
pendently of lexical, argument-taking predicators.
MAFEFETEEXNEETHR BB WAL T
ACLRY . HIETTRIRIRAFRE " it .
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Caused Motion Construction

(14) a.
b.
(15) a.
b.
(16) a.
b.
(17) a.
b.

They laughed him off the stage.
*They laughed him.

Frank sneezed the tissue off the table.
*Frank sneezed the tissue.

The kids swam the logs upstream.
*The kids swam the logs.

Frank squeezed the ball through the crack.
Frank squeezed the ball.

10 of 20



Caused Motion Construction

(14) a. They laughed him off the stage.
b. *They laughed him.

(15) a. Frank sneezed the tissue off the table.
b. *Frank sneezed the tissue.

(16) a. The kids swam the logs upstream.
b. *The kids swam the logs.

(17) a. Frank squeezed the ball through the crack.
b. Frank squeezed the ball.

f514) (14) %0 (15) RIBNRAAT AR RS, ERYMLAEFRERIE.
Bie (16) kY, BRYMAREREERIE.
B4R (17) ATIARYB AT AR R, ERRYERE motion-causing .
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Caused Motion Construction

(14) a. They laughed him off the stage.
b. *They laughed him.

(15) a. Frank sneezed the tissue off the table.

b. *Frank sneezed the tissue.

(16) a. The kids swam the logs upstream.
b. *The kids swam the logs.

(17) Frank squeezed the ball through the crack.

a.
b. Frank squeezed the ball.

f514) (14) %0 (15) RIBNRAAT AR RS, ERYMLAEFRERIE.
Bie (16) kY, BRYMAREREERIE.

B4R (17) ATIARYB AT AR R, ERRYERE motion-causing .
B FEAASHR BT BERIER PP, ATHREX—IKR, Goldberg

32T Caused Motion Construction,
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Caused Motion Construction

Caused Motion Construction SAZhiRFAFIAIATIE X 5|\ T caused motion
IS . Gawron £\, X—HRBEL BRI E AR AFit
1THERE, WBIA (15):

@ Frank 3THEIET ,

Q@ HHEAIKMERM ET,

@ FTRAMEIRER Frank BUFTIRIEIE R TRMMIERI T E.
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Caused Motion Construction

Caused Motion Construction SAZhiRFAFIAIATIE X 5|\ T caused motion
HIBES . Gawron AN, X—XEEE RITIE B#EEX A Fif
1TRRRE, anfile (15):
@ Frank 3THIEE T,
Q@ FHEAMAMiEZM LT,
@ FTAMEIER Frank BYFTRRMEIE AL T 4RSI T L.
B2, ArMEIEAEERFEEMEXH.
(18) a. The top was spinning.
b. Kim was spinning the top.
c. The top was spinning off the table.
d. Kim was spinning the top off the table.
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Caused Motion Construction

Caused Motion Construction SAZhiRFAFIAIATIE X 5|\ T caused motion
IS . Gawron £\, X—HRBEL BRI E AR AFit
1THERE, WBIA (15):

@ Frank 3THEIET ,

Q@ HHEAIKMERM ET,

@ FTRAMEIRER Frank BUFTIRIEIE R TRMMIERI T E.

BR, BrRMEIEAHERFEME .
(18) a. The top was spinning.
b. Kim was spinning the top.
c. The top was spinning off the table.
d. Kim was spinning the top off the table.

Fr, HFHRIMIFiBiE, Caused Motion Construction FFERT -
(19) a. *He bragged her to sleep. (Cf. He bored her to sleep.)

b. *The storm raged the roof off the house. (Cf. The storm tore the
roof off the house.)
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Way Construction

(20) a. She was hacking her way through the brush, when...
b. He whistled his way home.

c. *He whistled her way home.

Way Construction H—MER¥IEhIE (SIERYMERBEYNIA) .
BCIAHI NP (someone's way) FiF REEZ T B MBI ETIEER .

11 of 20



Way Construction

(20) a. She was hacking her way through the brush, when...
b. He whistled his way home.

c. *He whistled her way home.

Way Construction i—MER3NE (SIERYERMRMFIE). F8
EBRIAAY NP (someone's way) FIgRREEREE B UM ZEIEAE R -

NP (someone's way) 2{AEIE, AREMEEIEFEMRMHI. WHl4F (21b).
(21) a. She entertained her way into café society.

b. *She gave parties her way into café society.
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Way Construction

(20) a. She was hacking her way through the brush, when...
b. He whistled his way home.

c. *He whistled her way home.
Way Construction H—3ER¥ZNIE (SIERMERBKIRMFNIF) . HW®
ERimA NP (someone's way) FIRFEEZHE BRI AIFEIEHM -
NP (someone's way) AEIE, AREFMERIERFHIE. HHla (21b).
(21) a. She entertained her way into café society.

b. *She gave parties her way into café society.
X— X RIZEERE/ £ BT ED R FE—ERMERN:
(22) a. 7?77She walked her way home.

b. ??She swam her way across the pool.

c. Exhausted by the struggle, she barely managed to swim her way
to safety.
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5E#3) (Dative Movement)

Most constructional approaches to argument structure have con-
sidered either additions to the argument structure of verbs or al-
ternate syntactic valences with possible sesmantic consequences as
in the dative alternation.

REBSiE AN T EBSF R ATRRTMIFRS (Ex)
FEWTIE TR AER N -
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Most constructional approaches to argument structure have con-
sidered either additions to the argument structure of verbs or al-
ternate syntactic valences with possible sesmantic consequences as
in the dative alternation.

KEBE TR 7T iR ER S IR ABARmMET RS (L)
EEN TR TR AEEE

(23) Kim sent Sandy a letter

(24) a. Kim forwarded the letter to Sandy.
b. Kim forwarded Sandy the letter.
c. Kim forwarded the letter to Oshkosh General Delivery.
d. *Kim forwarded Oshkosh General Delivery the letter.
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EEN TR TR AEEE

(23) Kim sent Sandy a letter

(24) a. Kim forwarded the letter to Sandy.
b. Kim forwarded Sandy the letter.
c. Kim forwarded the letter to Oshkosh General Delivery.
d. *Kim forwarded Oshkosh General Delivery the letter.

W& (Argument structure construction) B& T AT LLR NS T .
BB TSN, IERTIAMIBRISIT .

ot

K
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M2 & X BiE BFiig (Conventional implicature, or

pragmatic presupposition)

It seems appropriate to allow the notion of compositionality to
comprise these ‘pragmatic’ instructions embedded in the grammar
that provide the addressee with a certain semantic structure and
instruct him or her to find content in the context that satisfies
that structure.

ERASMN, FRIEEPFHRAN ERESRAERN. X%
B EINEFRBFFERNIENEN, H3ISMMNELTIHIEK
i RX—EHHANE.
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M2 & X BiE BFiig (Conventional implicature, or

pragmatic presupposition)

PREEE (Scalar model)

(23) a. Kim won't (even) get question eight right /et alone Sandy get
question nine.

b. Sandy doesn't eat chicken let alone Kim eat duck.
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ET3EE (Contextual operators)
(24) The teachers called their respective mothers.
(25) a. John; thinks [every boy]; loves his;; mother.
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M2 & X BiE BFiig (Conventional implicature, or

pragmatic presupposition)

PREEE (Scalar model)

(23) a. Kim won't (even) get question eight right /et alone Sandy get
question nine.

b. Sandy doesn't eat chicken let alone Kim eat duck.

ET3EE (Contextual operators)
(24) The teachers called their respective mothers.
(25) a. John; thinks [every boy]; loves his;; mother.
b. John thinks that every boy loves his mother and vice versa.
(26) a. The secretaries called their respective senators.

b. The secretaries called their respective senators and vice versa.

E=H#EZR (Background frame)
(27) a. on the ground

b. on land
13 of 20



B RIMS I ZE (Less commonly recognized

illocutionary forces)

“Mad Magazine” g)
(28) Him get first prize?!
(29) Now watch me get wet.
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B RIMS I ZE (Less commonly recognized

illocutionary forces)

“Mad Magazine” g)
(28) Him get first prize?!
(29) Now watch me get wet.
BH5E BEEIMRE
(30) a. What's this fly doing in my soup?
b. What's this scratch doing on the table?
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B RIMS I ZE (Less commonly recognized

illocutionary forces)

“Mad Magazine” g)
(28) Him get first prize?!
(29) Now watch me get wet.
BH5E BEEIMRE
(30) a. What's this fly doing in my soup?
b. What's this scratch doing on the table?

fhsktra

(31) If you're Barack Obama, how much do you trust Howard Dean?
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TLIES B E (Metalinguistic negation)

(32) The King of France is not bald, because there is no King of France.
Bif (32):

o RAREBHI BT E

o HARFANMIL AR B ERIE
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EEE

(Metalinguistic negation)

(32) The King of France is not bald, because there is no King of France.
Bif (32):
o AR LBINET

o HARM MR EERIE
(33) a.
b.

Her name isn't [&en’drijo]; it's [andrej’s].
c.

It's not pretty; it's gorgeous.

It's not the unique criteria; its the unique criterion.
d. The cow isn't pissing, son, she's urinating.

TCIES B EF UG A F SN R E R XEIE .
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TIES B EMNESAERFR

RS AER THRANEXRISN, EEFRIES SRS
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TIES A ENESaETS

RS AER THRANEXRISN, EEFRIES SRS

o TTIES BB ERI negative polarity trigger F1I—HE B EARIE -
(34) a. John didn't manage to solve *any/some of the problems, he
managed to solve all of them.
b. | wouldn't rather walk, I'm dying to.
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TIES B EMNESAERFR

RS AER THRANEXRISN, EEFRIES SRS

o JLIEE B EHR negative polarity trigger F1—AR B EAE .
(34) a. John didn't manage to solve *any/some of the problems, he
managed to solve all of them.
b. | wouldn't rather walk, I'm dying to.

° TIEFTBEARTESHALERIEE.
(35) a. A bad outcome is *improbable/not probable; it's certain.
b. | *doubt/don't believe he'll come; I'm sure of it.
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TIES B EMNESAERFR

RS AER THRANEXRISN, EEFRIES SRS

o TTIES BB ERI negative polarity trigger F1I—HE B EARIE -
(34) a. John didn't manage to solve *any/some of the problems, he
managed to solve all of them.
b. | wouldn't rather walk, I'm dying to.

° TIEFTBEARTESHALERIEE.
(35) a. A bad outcome is *improbable/not probable; it's certain.
b. | *doubt/don't believe he'll come; I'm sure of it.

o TIEEBEMYUENG, FFEAEER but.
(36) a. He's not happy; (*but) he's delirious.
b. Her name isn't [d3ee’kwalm]; (*but) it's [3aklin’].
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TLIES LLE (Metalinguistic comparative)

(37) a. This cat is more stupid than malicious.
b. *This cat is stupider than malicious.
c. This cat is more stupid than he is malicious.
d. This cat's stupidity exceeds his malice.

e (37a) RITEF LR AL
Bl (37c) #flal (37d) EXHERE, EHAZTIES LR A.
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PR HiE (hedges)

IR YR HAPR HIE -
o strictly speaking
@ Joosely
e technically (speaking)
@ kinda/kind of/sorta/sort of
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PR HiE (hedges)

iE AR MIRR H3E -
o strictly speaking
@ Joosely
e technically (speaking)
@ kinda/kind of/sorta/sort of

(38) a. Loosely speaking France is hexagonal.
b. France is hexagonal.
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PR HiE (hedges)

iE AR MIRR H3E -
o strictly speaking
o loosely
e technically (speaking)
@ kinda/kind of/sorta/sort of
(38) a. Loosely speaking France is hexagonal.
b. France is hexagonal.
In this sort of metalinguistic comment, the words that are the
subject of the comment occur both in their familiar role as part of
the linguistic stream and in a theoretically unfamiliar role as part
of the world the utterance is about.
EXMTESERYP, FRNEIERTUEEMLEENES
mE—Ehs, AT E—MER EARERALEEAFIFHEX
B —HBS
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PR HiE (hedges)

iE AR MIRR H3E -
o strictly speaking
o loosely
e technically (speaking)
@ kinda/kind of/sorta/sort of
(38) a. Loosely speaking France is hexagonal.
b. France is hexagonal.
In this sort of metalinguistic comment, the words that are the
subject of the comment occur both in their familiar role as part of
the linguistic stream and in a theoretically unfamiliar role as part
of the world the utterance is about.
EXMTESERYP, FRNEIERTUEEMLEENES
mE—Ehs, AT E—MER EARERALEEAFIFHEX
B —HBS

(39) a. Chomsky has a very slightly classical theory of syntax.

b. Chomsky has a very sorta classical theory of syntax.
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PR HiE (hedges)

Sorta 55818 E 5/E LR E
(38) a. a very slightly but unevenly worn tire
b. *a very sorta but surprisingly classical theory
(39) a. That tire is worn very slightly.
b. *That tire is worn very sorta.
(40) a. That tire is worn, but only very slightly.
b. *That tire is worn, but only very sorta.
(41) a. That [very slightly], worn tire is proportionately; discounted.

b. *That [very sorta]; worn tire is proportionately; discounted.
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{5 8% (Information flow)

EERETHEAXRREFANGE, BEAREFESHHXZEE

BRI -
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{5 8% (Information flow)

EERETHEAXRREFANGE, BEAREFESHHXZEE
BEEAE. BXARMEAAE (FHRIEENER) XENBERBRST
BRI .

(42) a. The dog ate the LEFTOVERS.
b. The DOG ate the LEFTOVERS.
c. The LEFTOVERS, the DOG ate.

d. It's the DOG that ate the leftovers.
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=B (Information flow)

BERHTIWSAKRREFN G, REAREFEETNHXZTEE
EBEAG. EXABRMEAAE (FAIRIEENER) XRNERBE
PR
(42) a. The dog ate the LEFTOVERS.

b. The DOG ate the LEFTOVERS.

c. The LEFTOVERS, the DOG ate.

d. It's the DOG that ate the leftovers.

Focus construction

@ Argument focus, e.g., SOCIETY's to blame
Ihee: ERURHIFAMGAERHETE.

@® Predicate focus, e.g., She speaks several LANGUAGES.
Ihee: HiERELTEHIEN.

@ Sentence focus, e.g., Your SHOE's untied
IngE: SINFTHIREERHREE 8 RENEG/ KT
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=4t (Summary)

In asking what constructions mean we must also ask how con-
structions mean.

BEMEWARETHA, RNEEZMNEHXREARIER.
Constructions invoke formal properties ranging from syntactic cat-
egories to prosodic features to fixed lexical forms. All such patterns
must interact in the licensing of utterances.

MR EBEEE AT . SPFENEEIRICENE. F
AXERX LR EEERATIAHI.
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#5 (Summary)

The seamless integration in actual sentences of the relatively id-
iomatic constructions, with the special meanings they introduce,
and the more productive ones—which fit well the notion of narrow
compositionality—at once demonstrate the usefulness of the broad
concept of compositionality and provide an attractive challenge
for semantic research.

EXRFRIEAT, 1R AIEHEXNEAREHINENT RRNEFAINEX,
MREMER SR AFHENHEEHE, #EHFITEZATIX
HEMESREAN, FAHEXHATERTEXHIBE .
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